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LICHFIELD BOTANICAL SOCIETY and DARWIN'S BOTANICAL GARDEN 
With notes on William Jackson, John Jackson senior & junior, 
Mary Ann Jackson and Maria Elisabetha Jacson 


The nature and membership of the Lichfield Botanic Society is, at an early 
date, described by Anna Seward 1742-1809 [ODNB] writing in 1804!: 


A few years before Dr. Darwin left Lichfield as a residence he commenced a botanical 
society in that city. It consisted of himself, Sir Brooke Boothby, then Mr. Boothby, and a Proctor 
in the Cathedral jurisdiction, whose name was Jackson. Sprung from the lowest possible origin, 
and wholly uneducated, that man had, by the force of literary ambition and unwearied industry, 
obtained admittance into the courts of the spiritual law, a profitable share of their emoluments, 
and had made a tolerable proficiency in the Latin and French languages. His life, which closed at 
sixty, was probably shortened by late acquired habits of ebriety [drunkeness]. He passed through 
its course a would-be philosopher, a turgid and solemn coxcomb, whose morals were not the 
best, and who was vain of lancing his pointless sneers at Revealed Religion. Jackson admired Sir 
Brooke Boothby, and worshipped and aped Dr. Darwin. He became a useful drudge to each in 
their joint work, the translation of the Linnean system of vegetation into English from the Latin. 
His illustrious coadjutors exacted of him fidelity to the sense of their author, and they corrected 
Jackson's inelegant English, weeding it of its pompous coarseness. The Doctor was probably 
disappointed that no recruits flocked to his botanical standard at Lichfield. The young men of the 
genteel classes in that city devoted themselves to professions with which natural history had no 
inseparable connexion. However useful, entertaining, and creditable might be it's studies, they 
felt little desire to deck the board of session, the pulpit, or the ensigns of war, with the Linnean 
wreaths and the chemical crystalines. Thus the original triumvirate received no augmentation, 
yet the title was maintained. Various observations, signed Lichfield Botanical Society, were sent 
to the periodical publications, and it was amusing to hear scientific travellers, on their transit 
over Lichfield, inquiring after the state of the botanical society there. 


Rupert Simms in his Bibliotheca Staffordiensis (1894) has the following entry: 


LICHFIELD BOTANICAL SOCIETY. 

[Consisting of Erasmus Darwin, M.D.; Sir B. Boothby, Bart.; and Rev. Joseph Jackson, D.D. See.] 
[Whilst it existed the Society printed and published at least two very important works (see below), 
and no doubt was instrumental in fostering a taste for botany in the minds of a number of persons, 
as M. A. Jackson, Maria V. Jackson [? intending Maria E. Jackson], E. W. Darwin, M.D., W. Jackson, 
all of whom were born in, or lived near, Lichfield, and published works on botanical subjects. (See 
under the names).] 


Of the three members, Erasmus Darwin M.B. 1731-1802 [ODNB] and Sir 
Brooke Boothby of Broadlow Ash, Derbys 7th Baronet 1744-1824 [ODNB] are well 
documented figures whilst Mr Jackson, the Lichfield proctor, is much less noticed. 
Simms has misidentified him as Joseph Jackson; other writers confuse him with the 
printer John Jackson (for both of whom, see below. He was in fact William Jackson 
and his true identity seems only to have been rediscovered? in the 1980s. He may 
be summarised thus: 


1 Anna Seward Memoir of the life of Dr. Darwin chiefly during his residence at Lichfield, with anecdotes of his friends 
and criticism on his writings (1804) p98-9 

2 Jane Hampartumian, then archivist at Lichfield Record Office, is credited for rediscovering the identity of William 
Jackson by Dr King-Hele the editor of The letters of Erasmus Darwin (1988). 


William Jackson (Proctor of Lichfield, Staffs) ?1734-1798 

[? c 21 Jul 1734 Lichfield St Mary son of William Jackson] 

m (by licence) 14 Feb 1759 Lichfield St Chad: Jane Taylor 

d 17 Aug 1798; i as Mr Wm Jackson Procter aged 63 19 Aug 1798 Lichfield Cathedral 


(William Jackson of the Close in the City of Lichfield yeoman, a surety) 30 Aug 1765 [JG IX 28] 
(as Notary Public, admitted Procurator General, Lichfield Bishop's Consistory Court) 16 Jan 
1776 [LRO B/C/2/108 p26] 

(Member, Derby Philosophical Society) [formed by Erasmus Darwin] 

(of Lichfield proctor) c1793 [UBD] 

(Member, Lichfield Botanical Society) 

(Proprietor, Darwin's Botanical Garden) 


chn: Taylor Jackson c 18 Aug 1760 Lichfield Cathedral 
William Jackson i 19 Jun 1767 Lichfield Cathedral 
Theophilus Jackson c 2 Mar 1770 Lichfield Cathedral 
Augustus Jackson c 2 Mar 1771 Lichfield Cathedral 


(14 Feb 1759, Lichfield St Chad) William Jackson of the parish of St Chads ... and Jane Taylor 
of the Close ... by licence 


(17 Aug 1798) At Lichfield, Mr Jackson, proctor; a man of literature, and an useful assistant to 
Dr. Darwin, in his ingenious publication of the System of Vegtables. [GENT.MAG p730] 


Publications: 

*W. Jackson, of Lichfield Close. The beauties of nature, displayed in a sentimental ramble 
through her luxuriant fields; with retrospective view of her, and that great almighty being who 
gave her birth. To which is added, a choice collection of thoughts: concluded with poems on 
various occasions. Printed by J. Baskerville, for the author, by whom it is sold, and M. Morgan, 
bookseller, in Lichfield. MDCCLXIX [1769]. [Simms, calls him William Jackson] Names of the 
Subscribers: (A list of probably over 200 including many clergymen) Addenbrooke the Rev. 
John, D.D. Dean of Lichfield, Bennet, Ed. Sen. M.D. Chapel Le Frith, Bridgens Mr John, 
Surgeon, Rugeley, Cook Mr. Surgeon, Derby, Jackson Mr, Risley, Jackson Mr John, Tideswell, 
Jackson Mr Thomas, Tideswell, Jackson Mr John, Lichfield, Jackson Mr Thomas, Sedgley 
Coppice, Smallbroke, Ric. Esq. L.L.D. Chan. of Lichfield) 


[? his father] 
William Jackson of Lichfield St Mary, Staffs c1704-.... 
m [? m 6 Jan 1733.4 Lichfield St Mary: Mary Dancer] 
chn: William Jackson c 21 Jul 1734 Lichfield St Mary 
Ann Jackson c dau of Mr. William Jackson 11 Nov 1734 Lichfield St Mary 
Mary Jackson c 30 Jan 1735.6 Lichfield St Mary 
Ann Jackson c 9 Aug 1738 Lichfield St Mary 
Thomas Jackson c 7 May 1740 Lichfield St Mary 


The "factual" parts of Seward's description of "Mr Jackson" fit William Jackson 
well enough. However her characterisation of his many faults might reflect some 
personal animosity for amongst the 200 or so subscribers? to Jackson's The 
beauties of nature are senior clergymen and many other respectable Staffordshire 
residents which circumstance might speak better of his real personality. 


3 Another book by a local author also has a number of Jacksons in a very long list of subscribers: *Miss Priscilla Pointon of 
Lichfield. Poems on several occasions. Birmingham: Printed for the author, by T. Warren, near the New Chapel, M,DCC,LXX. 
[1770] (Price Five Shillings). List of subscribers (includes) Samuel Jackson, Esq; Chester, The Rev. Dr Jackson, Chester, Mrs 
Jackson, Chester, Mrs Sarah Jackson, Lichfield, Mr John Jackson, Lichfield, Mrs Jackson, Lichfield & Mr John Jackson, jun., 
Coventry, 3 copies) 


Written in March 1838 the following contribution from The gardener's 
magazine and register of rural & domestic improvement, new series, volume 4 
(1838) p345-6 gives a brief history of Darwin's Botanical Garden. 


Dr. Darwin's Botanical Garden, near Lichfield, was situated at a place called the Abnalls, about a 
mile north-west of Lichfield. It was established about the year 1777, and continued in his hands as 
long as he remained in this neighbourhood. On his leaving Lichfield, Mr. Jackson (who, in 
conjunction with Dr. Darwin and Sir Brooke Boothby, formed a Botanical Society, and produced a 
translation of the Linnaean System of Vegetables, and the Families of Plants, each in two vols. 8vo), 
a proctor of the ecclesiastical court there, became the proprietor of it, and maintained it on the 
original plan as long as he lived. At his decease, it passed into other hands, and gradually fell away 
from its former beauty, until it has at length become a mere wilderness; the ponds being choked 
with weeds, the cascades broken down, the walks overgrown with rank grass, and the "trim 
parterres" converted into pasture for cattle. Sometimes, in the spring of the year, one may yet find 
a stray snowdrop, or a clump of daffodils, which have survived the general wreck; but these are all 
that remain to tell of its high and palmy days, when the high-priest of Flora stood surrounded by 
the blossoms of a thousand climes. At one end of the garden there is an old bath, of cold water, 
called Urite's Well, built at the recommendation of Sir John Floyer, physician to Charles II., and 
formerly in much repute for cold bathing. This has suffered in the general decay: the dressing-room 
serves the ignominious purposes of a sheep-pen; the doors are broken down, the windows rifled of 
their glass, and the fountain itself choked with weeds and rubbish. Dr. Harwood, in his History of 
Lichfield, quotes an inscription, written by Darwin, for the "Naiad of the Fountain." It is as follows: 


SPEECH OF A WATER NYMPH. 

If the meek flower of bashful dye 
Attract not thy incurious eye, 

If the soft murmuring rill to rest 
Encharm not thy tumultuous breast, 
Go where Ambition lures the vain, 
Or Avarice barters peace for gain. 


In the Phytologia, [Erasmus] Darwin writes’: 


"But there is a situation where the manner of the production of springs is most agreeably visible: it 
is about a mile from the city of Lichfield, near the cold bath erected by Sir John Floyer, in a 
beautiful piece of ground, which was formerly [his] Dr. Darwin's botanic garden. In this place a 
grotto about six yards wide and ten long has been excavated on the side of a hill consisting of 
siliceous sand-stone with this peculiar circumstance; that the upper stratum of the sand-rock, which 
is there about five feet thick, is divided from the lower stratum of it by a sheet of clay, not more 
than three or four inches in thickness; on the upper surface of this sheet of clay, between the lips of 
these rocks, a perpetual dribbling of water oozes quite round the grotto, like a shower from a 
weeping rock. ... Thus, this thin sheet of clay prevents the water from sinking into the lower 
stratum of sand-stone; and produces other curious springs, which are collected at about half a 
mile's distance, and conveyed by leaden pipes to the cathedral close of Lichfield, which is thus 
supplied with water of uncommon purity, which contains no calcareous earth, owing to its passing 
through siliceous sand over a stratum of clay. ..." 


The botanic garden (for it still retains this name) was subsequently purchased by John Atkinson, 
Esq., and at present forms part of a small farm belonging to him, and adjoining his estate of Maple 
Hayes. [signed] Amateur. Shenstone, near Lichfield, March, 1838. 


t This quotation has been edited from the 1800 edition to better reflect the original orthography; ... indicates 
missing text. 


The Lichfield Botanical Society published two major works (below) both 
printed in Lichfield by one John Jackson. 


*A system of vegetables, according to their classes orders genera species ... in two volumes ... 
Translated from the thirteenth edition (as published by Dr Murray) of the Systema Vegetabilium of 
the late Professor Linneus; and from the Supplementum Plantarum of the present Professor 
Linneus ... by a botanical society at Lichfield. Lichfield: Printed by John Jackson, for Leigh and 
Sotheby, York Street, Covent Garden, London. MDCCLXXxXIII [1783] 


*The families of plants, with their natural characters, according to the number, figure, situation, 
and proportion of all the parts of fructification. Translated from the last edition (as published by Dr. 
Reichard) of the Genera Plantarum and of the Mantissae Plantarum of the elder Linnaeus and from 
the Supplementum Plantarum of the younger Linnaeus, with all the new families of plants from 
Thurnberg and L'Heritier ... by a botanical society at Lichfield. Lichfield: Printed by John Jackson, 
Sold by J. Johnson, St Paul's Church-yard, London T.Byrne, Dublin. and J. Balfour, Edinburgh. 
MDCCLXXXVII [1787]. 


John Jackson also printed and/or published several of Anna Seward's works, 
such as that below. Other examples are give by Simms which, however, he may not 
have accurately described. 


*Miss Seward. Louisa, a poetical novel, in four epistles. The second edition. Lichfield: Printed and 
published by J. Jackson, and G. Robinson, in Pater-Noster-Row, London, MDCCLXXXIV [1784] 


John Jackson junior wrote a history of Lichfield which went through three 
editions in 1795, 1796 and 1810. 


*History and antiquities of the cathedral church of Lichfield. Chiefly compiled from ancient 
authorities, manuscripts, and the works of eminent authors, by John Jackson, junior. Lichfield: 
printed and sold by John Jackson; sold also, by Messrs. Robinsons, booksellers, and Mr. Lane, 
Minerva Printing-Office, London. [1795] {The dedication is dated "Lichfield, Nov 5, 1795.} [In John 
Britton. History and Antiquities of Lichfield Cathedral. (1820) it is stated that the author was aged 
eighteen when he wrote this book]. 


*Anonymous. History of the City and County of Lichfield &c. The Second Edition. Lichfield: Printed 
and sold by John Jackson; and sold by Messrs. Robinsons, London, 1796. {The dedication is signed 
"John Jackson, Jun. Lichfield, July 9, 1795[sic].} 


*John Jackson, Jun. History of the city and cathedral of Lichfield: Chiefly compiled from ancient 
authors &c [Third Edition]. 1805. 


The two men, the elder of whom is sometimes confused with William Jackson 
(above), may be summarised thus: 


John Jackson of Lichfield, Staffs printer c1742-?1799 

[? m as of Lichfield St Mary (by licence) 12 Oct 1772 Lichfield St Chad: Anne Lloyd] 

[? i 22 May 1799 Shenstone] 

(printer and publisher for Lichfield Botanical Society) 1783 & 1787 

(of Lichfield printer) c1793 [Universal British Directory] 

chn: John Jackson c son of Mr. John Jackson 24 Feb 1775 Lichfield St Mary below 
Jane Loyd (?Lloyd) c dau of Mr. John Jackson 10 Sep 1777 Lichfield St Mary 
Ann Jackson c dau of Mr. John Jackson 3 Dec 1778 Lichfield St Mary 
Edward Jackson c son of Mr. John Jackson 29 Jan 1781 Lichfield St Mary 
Thomas Jackson c son of Mr. John Jackson 27 Jul 1784 Lichfield St Mary 
[?] William Jackson c son of John Jackson 2 Sep 1786 Lichfield St Mary 


John Jackson of Lichfield, Staffs printer 1775-.... 
c son of Mr. John Jackson 24 Feb 1775 Lichfield St Mary 
(author, History and antiquities of the cathedral church of Lichfield) 1795, 1796 & 1805 


Rupert Simms in his Bibliotheca Staffordiensis (1894) has the following entry: 


JACKSON, Rev. Joseph. Member of the Lichfield Botanical Society. 
Portrait, with the inscription as above. Imp. 8vo. 

[Very rare: only a few copies known. ] 

[See Darwin (E.), Boothby (Sir B.), Lichfield Botanical Society.] 


This Joseph Jackson died 3 Sep 1811 and was buried 7 Sep at Risley. He was 
Perpetual Curate of Risley, Derbys, Vicar of Keddington, Lincs and a member of 
the Linnean Society and (apparently) D.D. He cannot be the member of the 
Botanical Society and the inscription, that Simms records, presumably a 
manuscript addition to an image of Joseph Jackson, must be erroneous. 


(3 Sep 1811) Aged 71, Rev. Dr. Joseph Jackson, vicar of Risley, Co. Derby, perpetual curate of 
Kedington near Louth, and in the commission of peace for Nottinghamshire) [GENT.MAG, which 
seems to have his appointments mixed upl. 


Simms also mentions two other Lichfield botanists, M.A. Jackson, and Maria V. 
Jackson [? intending Maria E. Jackson]. The first named will be Mary Ann Jackson 
whilst the second is doubtless Maria Elizabetha Jacson of Somersal Herbert, 
Derbys 1756-1829. Both are summarised, below. 


Mary Ann Jackson of Lichfield, Staffs botanical-artist c1819-1915 
b c1819 Woodstock, Oxon dau of Stephen Jackson (Stipendiary Curate of Sheldon, 
Warwickshire) c1789-1828 
m 6 Dec 1842 Lichfield St Mary: (as his 2nd wife) Charles Allen Chavasse of Smethwick 
in Harborne, Staffs M.R.C.S.,L.S.A. 1800-1863 [SMR]; (and had 1 chn: Charles 
Herbert b cNov 1846 ChepstowRD) 
d aged 95 cFeb 1915 BristolRD 
[X 1841 C] 
{X 1851 C] 
(b c1819 Oxfordshire, living with husband C.A. Chavasse, b c1821 Glos, of South Street, 
Smethwick "Surgeon F&M.R.C.S. L.A. practising", with his daughter and 3 servants) 1861 C 
(b c1819 Woodstock, Oxon, widow "Independent (Income from houses)", visiting at Bristol) 1871 
C 
(b c1819 Woodstock, Oxon, of 14 Mary Street, Bristol, "annuitant" living alone) 1881 C 
(b c1819 Woodstock, Oxon, "living on own means", lodging, in two rooms, at 38 Richmond Road, 
Bristol) 1891 C 
(b c1819 Oxon, "living on own means", lodging, at 42 Cromwell Road, Bristol) 1901 C 
(b c1819 Birmingham, lodging, at 42 Cromwell Road, Bristol) 1901 C 


Publications: 
*M.A. Jackson, Lichfield. "Catalogue of some of the rarer species of plants found in the 
neighbourhood of Lichfield" in Analyst Volume 6. 1837. p297-8. 


*Miss Jackson. The pictorial flora; or British botany delineated, in 1500 lithographic drawings of 
all the species of flowering plants indigenous to Great Britain; illustrating the descriptive works 
on English botany by Sir J.E. Smith, Lindley, Hooker, Withering, and other authors. 1840. [The 
preface ends "It only remains to be added, that the whole of the figures were drawn on stone by 
the authoress; and that the collection of specimens, from which a very large proportion of the 
drawings were made, was formed during the excursions of the five last summers among the 
vales and meadows of the midland districts; — the woods, mountains, and glens, — the rocks and 
sea-shores, of the northern counties, and of Wales. Lichfield, March 1, 1839.] 


[? M.A. Jackson] Botanical terms illustrated. Birmingham. [1842] [A note reads 8vo. 4 pages of 
lithographed diagrams] [not seen] 


[her father] 
Stephen Jackson (Stipendiary Curate of Sheldon, Warwickshire) c1789-1828 


i aged 3911 Jun 1828 Sheldon 
(Stipendiary Curate, Sheldon, Warwicks) 21 Apr 1824 [CCEd] 
chn: Mary Ann Jackson b c1819 Woodstock, Oxon 


DKK KKK 


Maria Elizabetha Jacson of Somersal Herbert, Derbys 1756-1829 
c 1 Jan 1756 Bebington 

d 10 Oct 1829; i 15 Oct 1829 Prestbury, Cheshire 

[SIMMS] 


(1 Jan 1756, chr.) Maria Elizabetha daughter of the Revd. Mr. Simon Jacson of Lowr. Bebington 
Publications: 


*[Anonymous] Botanical dialogues between Hortensia and her four children, Charles, Harriet, 
Juliette and Henry. Designed for the use of schools by a lady. 1797.[Derby, Aug. 24, 1795. Dear 
Madam, According to your desire, Sir Brooke Boothby and myself have been agreeably busied 
for many days in reading and considering your Botanical Dialogues for Children; and much 
admire your address in so accurately explaining a difficult science in an easy and familiar 
manner, adapted to the capacities of those, for whom you profosedly write; and at the same time 
making it a compleat elementary system for the instruction of those of more advanced life, who 
wish to enter upon this entertaining, though intricate study. We think therefore, that not only the 
youth of both sexes, but the adults also, will be much indebted to your ingenious labours, which 
we hope you will give soon to the public. We beg to subscribe ourselves, with treue regard, Dear 
Madam, Your Obedient Servants, Br. Boothby, E. Darwin.] 


*M.E.J. Botanical lectures by a lady. Altered from "Botanical dialogues for the use of schools", 
and adapted to the use of persons of all ages, by the same author. 1804. 

[Only the advertisement is signed M.E.J.] [ADVERTISEMENT. From the favourable reception 
given to my Botanical Dialogues for the Use of Schools, I have been induced to suppose, that the 
Work might be of more extensive utility, if divested of those parts peculiarly intended for the 
purposes of education, and altered to a form equally adapted to the use of grown persons as to 
children. I have, therefore, endeavoured to compose a complete elementary system, which may 
enable the student, of whatever age, to surmount those difficulties, which hitherto have too 
frequently impeded the perfect acquirement of this interesting science; and I flatter myself that 
the following Work, in Botanical Lectures, will be found an easy introduction to the use of the 
Translated System of Vegetables, the only English work from which the pupil can become a 
Linnean, or universal Botanist. M.E.J. Oct. 1, 1803.] 


*Authoress of "Botanical dialogues". Sketches of the Physiology of Vegetable Life. 1811. 


*Authoress of Botanical dialogues, and Sketches of the physiology of vegetable life. 

The florist's manual; or, Hints for the construction of a gay flower-garden. With observations on 
the best methods of preventing the depredations of insects. 1816. 

[NOTE: A new edition, with a different subtitle, of 1827, ends on page 136... "Maria 
Elizabeth[sic] Jackson[sic], Somersal Hall, Uttoxeter, Staffordshire] 


[her father] 

Simon Jacson (Rector of Bebington, Cheshire) 1728-1808 

c 27 Mar 1728 Chester St Bridget 

m 20 Nov 1749 Somersall Herbert: Ann Fitzherbert c1729-1795 dau of Richard 
Fitzherbert of Somersal Herbert, Derbys; (and had chn: Ann b c1752; {d 1805}, Roger 
c 25 Jul 1753 Bebington; {(Rector of Bebington, Cheshire)}, Frances Margareta 

b 13 Oct 1754; c 18 Oct 1754 Bebington; {unm.; d 17 Jun 1842; (author, Plain Sense 
(1795), Disobedience (1797), Things by their Right Names (1812), & Rhoda (1816).} 
[ODNB], Maria Elizabetha c 1 Jan 1756 Bebington, Shallcross c 6 Nov 1757 Bebington; 
{(ordained priest); d 1821}, Leelilia[sic] c 29 Mar 1760 Bebington, Sophia 

c 29 Mar 1760 Bebington & Isabella c 25 Apr 1763 Bebington) 

d 1808 


Maria Elizabeth Jacson has often been said to be a cousin of Sir Brooke 
Boothby; she was indeed a second cousin through their mutual descent from John 
Fitzherbert of Somersal Herbert, Derbys 1659-a1725, as the chart below displays. 


John 
Fitzherbert 
1659-a1725 


Brooke Margaret 
Boothby Shallcross 
1671-1727 --- 1672 


Sir Brooke Simon Anna Frances Richard 
Boothby 6th Bt Jacson Fitzherbert Fitzherbert Fitzherbert 
1710-1789 1728-1808 1720-1795 1727-1803 


Susanna Sir Brooke Frances Margaret Maria Elizabetha 
Bristoe Boothby 7th Bt Jacson Jacson 
-----1822 1744-1824 1754-1842 1756-1829 


lope usann. Chart showing the relationship between Frances Margaret 
Pene S a and Maria Elizabetha Jacson and Sir Brooke Boothy 7th 
Boothby Baronet through the Fitzherberts of Somersal Herbert 


1785-1791 


